Chesapeake Beach Civic League

Working Meeting Minutes of 17 August 2006
The meeting was called to order at 7:55 p.m.  (Note that the starting time was postponed due to the Indigo Dunes information meeting that started at 6:30 p.m.)
In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Treasurer  – Katherine Dutlinger

Secretary & Webmaster – Bob Costello

Historian & Summer Party Coordinator – Kathy Damon

Meeting Coordinator – Boyd Layton

Membership Committee Chair – Wally Damon

Newsletter Editor – Kim Schmidt

Safety Committee Chair – Doug Barner

Shore Drive Community Coalition – Daphne Atkins

1) Old Business

a) Update on Indigo Dunes Development:  

i) This evening, President Kohler attended an information meeting at Cox High School sponsored by the developer, Sandler & Sons.  R. J. Nutter, attorney for Sandler & Sons, told President Kohler that the property already is PDH-1 zoning, and that this does not have a height restriction, except within 100ft. of other property.  Nutter says that they current by-right authority to build 1700 residences.  Nutter also claimed that they were giving 50% of the property to the city as open space.

ii) They have to go through the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act Board.  The public hearing will be 28 August.

iii) They still have to schedule a VA Beach City Title Wetlands

iv) They also have to schedule a Virginia State Dept. of Environmental Quality hearing.

v) Walt Stone handed out flyers in opposition to the development.

vi) Lynhaven River Watershed members indicated their willingness to support getting the city to buy the property for open space.

vii) A preliminary meeting with a couple of city council members indicated that if sufficient signatures are collected in opposition to the development that the two councilmen would oppose the development.

viii) Kim Schmidt indicated that we might want to consider printing a mailing a flyer to residents informing them of the CBCL stance and of our intent to come around collecting signatures.  Or to that we could enclose a stamped, self-addressed signature post card for residents to mail back to us.

ix) President Kohler indicated that he thought we should follow the lead of the SDCC and OPCL.

x) Daphne Atkins reported that this will no longer be on the agenda for the 13 Sep Planning Commission hearing.  It will be postponed.  She, also, indicated that OPCL is taking the lead on the petition, and that it should be ready next week.

xi) Daphne Atkins reported that the Ocean Park Civic League voted to oppose this at their meeting on August 10th

xii) Todd Solomon mentioned to the SDCC that those in opposition might not want to bother fighting it at the planning commission, but just wait for the City Council meeting.

xiii) Bruce Johnson stressed that the petition needs to accurately describe the development intentions, or the city might disallow the objections to the development, as happened with a petition in Norfolk.
xiv) Darryl Stubbs recommended that we offer an alternative to this development to give the city something to offer to the current owner.  It was discussed that we could ask that the city purchase the property for open space.

xv) Art Sandler told the SDCC that he would recommend that the city put a Tax Incentive Zone on the Indigo Dunes & Chesapeake Point developments to pay for Shore Drive safety improvements.

xvi) We agreed upon a Plan of Action to collect names of people who are willing to go around and collect signatures.  Daphne Atkins will collect signed petitions from Chesapeake Beach residents.  Kim Schmidt will work marketing to publicize this issue.  A decision was made to insert into the newsletter an informational flyer about this development.  Boyd Layton motioned and Wally Damon seconded that we authorize $300 to produce an informational flyer.  The motion passed.
xvii) Wally Damon motioned and Daphne Atkins seconded that the CBCL Executive Board & Committee Chairs will adopt the position taken by the OPCL in opposition to the Indigo Dunes development.  Boyd Layton stressed that he wanted the Board & Chairs to wait for the General Membership to review and vote on the OPCL position.  The Board & Committee Chairs voted in favor with one Chair opposed.  At the September General Meeting, we will ask the General Membership for a vote of confidence of this position in opposition to the development.

b) Scoop the Poop boxes were discussed.  Darryl Stubbs has paid for and installed one box.
c) Summer Party:  Kathy Damon reported that there were $465 in expenses by Dan Morgan for the Summer picnic support, including the insurance waiver.  Kathy Damon would like the CBCL to pay him one-half of his costs.
2) Officer Reports:

a) President Kohler, in addition to the above comments about Indigo Dunes, stated that the Summer Party and the National Night Out turned out well.
b) Secretary Costello handed out a 90% completed draft of the minutes from the last General Meeting.

c) Treasurer Dutlinger
i) handed over the latest membership applications to Wally Damon,
ii) summarized the receipts turned for the summer party, and 
iii) reported that Pat Costello will assist her with the billing.
3) Committee Reports:

a) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  Darryl Stubbs reported that a new record for people showed up to clean up last month.
b) Architectural Preservation & Zoning: See above where Bruce Johnson addressed the Indigo Dunes issue.
c) Block Captains:  Not present
d) Business Liaisons:  Not present.  By e-mail they requested that we ensure that the advertisers are being billed, and they stated that they will retire at the end of the year.
e) CCO Representative:  Position Vacant
f) Historian:  Kathy Damon had nothing to report.
g) Meeting Coordinator:  Boyd Layton asked about the progress for obtaining new blinds for the Rescue Squad meeting room.  Kathy Damon stated that she has the measurements.  Bruce Johnson will coordinate styles with President Kohler.  They will get fairly decent, but not the most expensive blinds.  Boyd Layton will price them.  
h) Membership:  Wally Damon summarized the latest membership numbers as follows:
i) 296 households and 
ii) 402 members.
i) Newsletter:  Kim Schmidt
i) Newsletter articles are due on Monday, August 21st.  
ii) We have many left to sell, but we are only three short of breaking even on the poster sales.

iii) She will offer the local businesses our CBX stickers for $10 @ to resell at $15.

iv) We have already broken even on t-shirt sales.

v) She wants to buy more decals at $129 per 100.  Wally motioned & Boyd seconded for 100 to be purchased.  The motion passed.
j) Pleasure House Lake:  President Kohler reported the following for Heidi Janicki:
i) Insurance is required for the CBCL sign to be installed.  We can get General Liability for the CBCL for $350 a year based upon our current membership numbers.

ii) The City Park sign is likely to be located facing Beaufort.

k) Pride In Community:  Not present.
l) Safety & Neighborhood Watch:  Doug Barner presented the following:
i) National Night Out Summary:

(1) It was a great night.  About 125 people showed up.  

(2) We want to do more advertising next year.  Five signs were ordered, and two were stolen by vandals.  Boyd Layton said that the Chesapeake Beach Rescue Squad will let us use their large marquee for advertising.  

(3) We spent $683.01.  Pizza Hut donated 5 pizzas.  Chanellos donated 10 pizzas.

ii) Police will start enforcing Lauderdale Drive no parking on any paved area of Lauderdale Dr.

iii) It was noted that there have been a couple of assaults in the neighborhood committed by homeless people.

m) Shore Drive Community Coalition:  In addition to the above comments about Indigo Dunes, Daphne Atkins stated that we need to pay our SDCC dues.
n) Webmaster:  
i) Bob Costello had nothing new to report.
ii) Boyd Layton indicated that he got an e-mail warning that our space on the server is 80% full.  He will check to see if there is space that can be allocated to our web site.  Bob Costello will delete some items from the trash receptacle on the web site.
4) New Business:

a) President Kohler mentioned that we are a non-profit organization but that we are accumulating a lot of money.  He recommended that we need to start thinking about what to do with our excess funds.  Daphne Atkins stated that the SDCC has put some of their money into a CD.  Kim Schmidt stated that we should consider earmarking a percentage of our funds for charity or for community improvement projects.

b) President Kohler has a speaker lined up for next meeting from the Lynhaven River Watershed.

c) Via an e-mail, Julie Sterzing requested that we ask the city buy the other half of the lake, i.e., the property owned by Hayden Dubay.  Kathy Damon indicated that Mr. Dubay already has plans for this property.  No action will be taken at this time.

d) Julie Sterzing asked via an e-mail if the CBCL can mention that she is coordinating fund raising for Lebanon.  Kim will put a blurb in the Soundings “Announcements” page.

e) Bruce Johnson mentioned that this past 4th of July was the first time that we did not put out flags.  Kathy Damon reported that she called Louis Jones and Thelma Drake but they would not offer us any flags.  Bruce recommended that the CBCL buy some next year.

Meeting adjourned 10:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Costello

CBCL Secretary

