Chesapeake Beach Civic League

Working Meeting Minutes of 15 June 2006
The meeting was called to order at 7:14 p.m.

In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Vice-President – Robert Marshall

Treasurer  – Katherine Dutlinger

Secretary & Webmaster – Bob Costello

Business Liaison – Cindy Johnson

Historian & Summer Party Coordinator – Kathy Damon

Meeting Coordinator – Debi Layton

Membership Committee Chair – Wally Damon

Newsletter Editor – Kim Schmidt

Pleasure House Lake Committee Chair – Heidi Janicki

Safety Committee Chair – Doug Barner

Also in attendance was Boyd Layton.
1) Old Business

a) Update on Shore Drive/North Oliver rezoning & development:  

i) President Kohler stated that the City Council rejected the application by a unanimous vote.  

ii) Bob Costello will write an article for the Soundings summarizing the results.

b) Planning for Summer Party:  Coordinator Kathy Damon reported the following:

i) She sought out the possibility of having the picnic in the parking lot next to Alexander’s by the Bay.  Brian Camden levied several restrictions on holding the party there.  

ii) She was speaking to Hayden Dubay about another issue, and he offered to let us have the party on his property behind Chick’s Café.

iii) She talked to Dan Morgan, and he is willing to allow us to ride on his insurance for the day of the party.

iv) Quizno’s has offered to provide box lunches at cost.

v) The head of last year’s band is willing to have his band play, again.

vi) The girl who did the children’s entertainment is willing to support us, again.

vii) The date will be Saturday, July 29th, as voted on at the April 20th Working Meeting.

viii) Kim Schmidt said that she can obtain new CXB t-shirts to sell at the picnic.  She will contemplate a new design.  Funding to purchase 60 CXB t-shirts was authorized at the February 16th Working Meeting.
ix) Doug Barner reported that “Beetle” Bailey is willing to donate the paper goods for the party.

2) Officer Reports:

a) President Kohler, in addition to the above comments, stated the following:
i) He will be working on the proposal for “no parking at night” accept by pass/sticker.
(1) Streets need to have 76% of the residents sign on in order to apply this restriction on the street.
(2) He will write an article about this for the July-August Soundings.
ii) Representative Thelma Drake is offering to have coffee with residents.
b) Vice-President Marshall reported the following: 
i) The manager of Jr’s Market is offering to sell the CXB stickers for us.  Vice-President Marshall will coordinate with Kim Schmidt to obtain the stickers and with Katherine Dutlinger to deliver the proceeds from Jr.’s Market.
ii) Vice-President Marshall gave an update on the problem of people not having their dogs on a leash.  In reviewing the laws, it is required for dogs to be on a leash .  Also, dogs are not allowed on the beach during the daytime throughout the summer, Memorial Day to Labor Day from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
iii) He also had someone write graffiti on his house.  He will contact VBPD gang specialist at #427-1749.

c) Secretary Costello 
i) noted that he missed the last General Meeting and solicited inputs for the minutes to that meeting,
ii) stated that the “roster exclusion” fall-out has subsided from the distribution of the 2005 CBCL Membership Roster, and
iii) continued to hand out the 2006 CBCL Software & Hardware Requirements Survey for Chairs & Officers to fill out.

d) Treasurer Dutlinger
i) handed over the latest membership applications to Wally Damon,
ii) indicated deposits were made today from the membership dues,
iii) indicated that she will meet with the Business Liaisons,
iv) reminded all that they need to sign the Reimbursement Requests when they fill them out, and
v) handed out copies of the proposed budget, which will be addressed at the next General meeting.
3) Committee Reports:

a) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  Not present.
b) Architectural Preservation & Zoning:  President Kohler mentioned that Bruce Johnson is addressing the following three variances being requested from the Planning Commission:
i) The first has to do with one of the properties that burned down in December 2003, so Bruce did not plan to show opposition to it;
ii) The second one located at Seaview and Lauderdale a SFD is requesting a set-back variance on the side of the property adjacent to a paper street.  The set-back requirement is based on being adjacent to a street and does not allow for a different set-back for paper streets.  Since the paper street is not likely to ever be developed, Bruce did not plan to show opposition to it;
iii) Bruce is looking into the third one.
c) Block Captains:  Not present
d) Business Liaisons:  Cindy Johnson mentioned that the Green Parrot is a new advertiser
e) CCO Representative:  Position Vacant
f) Historian:  Kathy Damon stated the following: 
i) Hayden Dubay has a 1933 photo of this area that he will let us copy for publication and/or merchandising.
ii) She is working on an article for the next newsletter based on an interview from Walt Grandy.
iii) She, also, talked to Steve Ambrose about their family history here.
g) Meeting Coordinator:  Debi Layton
i) solicited raffle prize suggestions and
ii) asked for an updated membership spreadsheet prior to the next General Meeting.
h) Membership:  Wally Damon summarized the latest membership numbers as follows:
i) 148 households and 
ii) 420 members, but he will verify this number
i) Newsletter:  Kim Schmidt
i) reported that Minute Man Press burned down and

ii) requested that all Soundings articles be turned to her by Monday.  
j) Pleasure House Lake:  
i) Heidi Janicki reported that
(1) VA Beach city personnel would like to place the neighborhood park sign on Lookout by the first park bench rather than on Beaufort.  This would place it close to the location chosen for the CBCL sign.  The city, also, says that they will install a “CHICKS BEACH” sign on the Shore drive median.  She noted that we would not want to place our sign right next to a city sign.  The issue of sign locations will continue to be worked, and
(2) the trash cans are being regularly emptied.
ii) Wally Damon reported seeing Nutria in Lake Joyce and asked people to be observant for any of them in Pleasure House Lake.
k) Pride In Community:  Not present, but it was noted in an e-mail from Patti Robertson that Michele Zimmerman has taken over as the Chair of this committee.
l) Safety:  
i) Doug Barner presented the following:
(1) He requested that “Safety & Neighborhood Watch” be the new titles for his position in order to help emphasize the Neighborhood Watch Program;
(2) In his continuing efforts to make the bike path safe, he wrote a letter to the VA Beach Park & Recreation Dept. requesting that the bike path on Pleasure House, running from Shore Drive to Pleasure House Lake, be labeled;
(3) A new crosswalk has been installed at Greenwell & Greenwell Court, and 

(4) Over 300 parking tickets were written during the Memorial Day weekend in our neighborhood.
(5) National Night Out 

(a) It will be conducted this summer on August 1st.

(b) The budget allocates $400, but Doug needs $572.95 for the standard package of supplies.

(c) Cindy Johnson suggested that we offer some raffle prizes to help promote attendance.

(d) Doug requested that we purchase refreshments or solicit businesses for money donations to purchase refreshments.

(e) Bob Costello moved and Boyd Layton seconded a motion to budget $700 to cover both the standard package of supplies and refreshments.  The motion passed.

(6) Doug read the latest incident report statistics.

ii) Katherine Dutlinger stated that a local resident at the Great Neck Recreation Center had her car broken into and stole her jewelry & cell phone and made harassing calls to people on her contact list.  The same individual is believed to be responsible for break-ins at the Bayside Recreation Center.  He drives a dark car.
iii) Katherine Dutlinger, also, reported that there have been incidents of power boats in Lake Bradford chewing up marine vegetation with their motors.  She will contact the VA Beach Parks & Recreation Dept. for guidance on dealing with this problem.
m) Shore Drive Community Coalition:  Not Present.
n) Webmaster:  Bob Costello had nothing new to report.
4) New Business:

a) Possible speakers:  a local resident has offered to speak about the Tax Payer Alliance and see whether or not there is enough membership interest for us to become active in the program.

b) Wally Damon stated that he attended the SDAC meeting today, and summarized it as follows:
i) He argued that they allow questions during the meeting, rather than holding every question until the end.
ii) He congratulated people in the audience for their opposition to the Ocean Properties application.
iii) Duck Inn development—4 condominium buildings with heights of 7-10 stories plus a two-story parking garage are planned.
iv) New signs are being made for Shore Drive to replace the “Death Signs” which are being removed.  The new ones will have break-away poles.

v) Wally had previously requested that they fix the guard rails under the Bay Bridge Tunnel overpass, and this work is being done.

vi) Lessner Bridge development—public comments will be solicited during the development

vii) Members are still requesting that the bushes along Shore Drive where Burley Day was killed be trimmed back.

viii) A new Fire Station is being proposed for Ocean Park.

ix) July 13th is the next SDAC meeting.
c) Steve Kohler appointed Wally Damon as the CBCL liaison for the SDAC.  It was noted that he could use a volunteer as his assistant.

i) Bob Costello questioned whether or not there are any complaints about the Green Parrot Grille operating hours or trash, since the current actions by the restaurant have deviated from what the General Manager told us at the January General Meeting, as specified below:

ii) At the January General Meeting, in response to Daphne Atkins’ concerns over the trash dumpster remaining in front of the building, the Richards indicated their willingness to talk to the owners about erecting a barrier around the trash receptacles to hide them from view and minimize the spread of their odor, but no such barrier has been erected.

iii) At the January General Meeting, in response to Charlie Coombe’s concerns about the establishment remaining open late at night and causing loud noise, Ms. Richards indicated that the liquor license is until 2:00 a.m., but that they are planning to remain open only until midnight, with the possible exception of the restaurant hosting special parties,” but for the last several weeks advertisements in the Virginian-Pilot have stated that they are open seven days a week until 1:30 a.m.

No one at the meeting had any feedback from the residents around the Green Parrot Grille.

d) Boyd Layton talked to state Game & Fisheries Dept about restocking our lakes with fish, but they told him that we are not high on their list.

Meeting adjourned 9:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Costello

CBCL Secretary

