Chesapeake Beach Civic League

a) Working Meeting Minutes of 19 October 2006
2) The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m.

3) In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Treasurer  – Katherine Dutlinger

Secretary and Webmaster – Bob Costello

a) Architectural Preservation & Zoning Committee Co-Chair – Mark Walker

Meeting Coordinator – Debi & Boyd Layton

Membership Committee Chair – Wally Damon

Pleasurehouse Lake Committee Chair – Heidi Janicki

Safety Committee Chair – Doug Barner

4) Old Business

a) Update on Indigo Dunes Development:  

i) President Kohler, Heidi Janicki and Mark Walker, in conjunction with an Ocean Park Civic League Sub-Committee, met with City Councilman Louis Jones and City Planner Bob Scott.  They advised that the residents should be careful what they wish for, because it might come true.  If the community is adamant in opposing the development, then City Council will, probably unanimously, vote to oppose it.  If Council rejects it, the developer will probably file a lawsuit based upon the zoning history of the property and prior communications with the City Planner.

ii) The developer has been talking to City Council about any alternatives that could be approved.

b) A Community Defense Group in Maryland, who has fought developments there, has been advising Ocean Park Civic League on this.

c) Shore Drive Advisory Committee: On October 19th, Wally Damon attended the SDAC meeting and reported the following:

d) 2,000 linear feet of water main is scheduled to be replaced along Shore Drive.

e) A multi-use path is being installed from Shady Oaks to Baylake Pines.

f) The recommendations proposed by the Shore Drive Safety Task Force are, currently, not funded. 

g) The previously authorized Shore Drive improvements will be funded in the order of Phase 4, followed by Phase 3, and then Phase 2.  (Note:  Phase 1 is already complete.)

h) The Wetlands Board will review the proposed Indigo Dunes Development on December 21st.  (Note:  this has been revised to December 18th.)

i) Green Ribbon Projects:  On November 9th, City Council will review these safety and other hot projects. 

j) Wally continued to press his issue of the insufficient walkway on Shore Drive underneath the Northampton Blvd. overpass.  He has asked Mark Johnson, at the City, to have this walkway expanded and new guardrails installed.  So far, the SDAC has not taken a position on this issue, but has indicated that they are looking into it.

5) Officer Reports:

a) President Kohler had no comments other than the Indigo Dunes update.
b) Vice-President:  Not Present
c) Secretary Costello had nothing to report.

d) Treasurer Dutlinger thanked Pat Costello for assisting her with the billing.
6) Committee Reports:

a) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  President Kohler reported that the last clean-up went well.
b) Architectural Preservation & Zoning:  Mark Walker reported the following:
c) He attended an Indigo Dunes environmental concerns meeting, where the organization Environmental Watch said that a good portion of the Pleasure House Point property is wetlands.  It has been previously filled-in, but wetlands are reclaiming this property.  Developing this property will be mitigating a whole lot of wetlands.  Todd Solomon, President of the SDCC, is examining this issue in detail, as he believes that it is the issue that will best stop the development.

i) Dubay Properties plans to build new cottage-sized residences along Lookout Rd. in and next to the Chick’s Beach Café parking lot.  An additional cottage will be built along Fentress Ave. between the 2nd and 3rd existing cottages.  They intend to work around the trees.  There will not be any new cottages built along Lauderdale Ave.  This area is being developed as a “Planned Unit Development” (PUD).  This allows the builder significant flexibility in building close to property lines.  Dubay is interested in keeping the open area with the trees as is.

ii) President Kohler received a phone call from a realtor inquiring as to what might be an acceptable development on North Oliver Drive.  He noted that the CBCL had no position on this.

d) Block Captains:  Not present
e) Business Liaisons:  Not present
f) CCO Representative:  Position Vacant
g) Historian:  Wally Damon had nothing to report.
h) Meeting Coordinator:  
i) It was determined that the Holiday Party will be on December 7th from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.

ii) Debi Layton will coordinate the party.
iii) Wally Damon will ask Mr. Hughes to be Santa.

iv) Debi requested an advance to purchase children’s gifts and party supplies.  She was authorized $400.

v) Anyone with suggestions about food and adult door prizes can forward e-mail inputs to her at debi@cox.net

i) Membership:  Wally Damon summarized the latest membership numbers as follows:
i) 291 households and 
ii) 482 members.
j) Newsletter:  Boyd Layton questioned whether there would regularly be space in the newsletter for a CBVRS article.  President Kohler will talk to Kim Schmidt about this.
k) Pleasure House Lake:  Heidi Janicki reported the following:
i) The City’s neighborhood park sign has been installed on Beaufort Ave.
l) The two quotes received thus far to prepare the plat for our Chesapeake Beach sign to be installed are $2600 and $850.  At the November General Meeting, we will vote on who to award the contract for the work.

m) Pride In Community:  Not present
n) Safety & Neighborhood Watch:  Doug Barner presented the following:
i) “No Parking” signs were installed on Lauderdale Ave. from NAB to Beaufort Ave.

ii) Police are looking for a person in a black pick-up truck who stopped on Lauderdale Ave. and tried to convince two children to get in his truck.

o) The police arrested teenagers who were drinking and smoking under the Bay Bridge Tunnel at 7:30am on a school day.

i) Doug Barner has been awarded the City of Virginia Beach Crime Prevention Steering Committee Individual Award for 2006.  He is the sole awardee in the entire city.

ii) Mark Walker commented that a homeowner at the south end of Beaufort had some items stolen from their home.

p) Shore Drive Community Coalition:  Not present
q) Webmaster:  Bob Costello handed out a statistics sheet showing our web site usage statistics.  During the past year, we have had over 31,000 hits.  January and June were the peak months, while December 2005 and September 2006 were the lowest months.
7) New Business:

a) President Kohler discussed the officer positions for 2007.  No one new has approached him about being interested in any position.  He is willing to continue serving next year as President.  Bob Costello stated his willingness to continue as Secretary.  Katherine Dutlinger stated her willingness to continue as Treasurer until next May.  It was discussed that if no new Business Liaisons are found that the Vice-President may be asked to carry out these duties.

b) President Kohler requested that each committee chair put their report into writing and submit them to the president on the Sunday prior to each general meeting, so that the president can have copies made to handout at the meetings.  This effort is being requested to help shorten the oral reports and the length of the general meetings.

c) President Kohler requested that officers and committee chairs consider ideas for budgeting our growing treasury.

d) President Kohler noted that a speaker from the Taxpayer Alliance is scheduled to make a presentation at the November general meeting.

8) The Meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Costello

a) CBCL Secretary

