Chesapeake Beach Civic League

General Meeting Minutes of 19 July 2006
1) The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.

2) In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Vice-President – Robert Marshall

Treasurer  – Katherine Dutlinger

Secretary & Webmaster – Bob Costello

Adopt-A-Street Committee Chair – Darryl Stubbs

Architectural Preservation & Zoning Committee Co-Chair – Mark Walker

Business Liaison – Julie Sterzing

Historian – Kathy Damon

Meeting Coordinator – Debi Layton

Membership Committee Chair – Wally Damon

Newsletter Editor – Kim Schmidt

Pleasure House Lake Committee Chair – Heidi Janicki

Safety & Neighborhood Watch Committee Chair – Doug Barner

Also in attendance were 31 other voting members, for a total of 44 voting members
3) The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

4) President Kohler introduced the Executive Board for the benefit of new members.  

5) Corporate sponsors were acknowledged by Julie Sterzing.  She, also, introduced Bentley Leware from Bayside Shell, who discussed his business and its support of the civic league.

6) President Kohler passed out hard copies of announcements that he has received from city and local organizations.

7) Guest Speakers:

a) Roger Gregory—Interest in Real Estate Tax Speaker in Future:  Mr. Gregory stated that the City of Virginia Beach property taxes are the highest in the country.  Mr. Gregory stated that the Virginia Beach property taxes have risen by 100% over the last 4 years, and that they are going up 20% next year.  He stated that we have the highest property taxes in the country.  Mark Walker questioned Mr. Gregory about the accuracy of this statement.  Mr. Gregory described  a couple of organizations which work for lower taxes and said that he is willing to have a speaker from one of them make a presentation to the CBCL if we are interested.

b) Elaine Roberts—Out of the Darkness Community Walk:  Ms. Roberts spoke about suicide awareness and prevention and the first Hampton Roads “Out of the Darkness” Walk.  Ms. Roberts daughter, Kaila Roberts-Lysaght committed suicide.  Suicide is prevalent in our society than people are aware.  Suicide is the 3rd leading cause of death of 15-24 year olds in the United States.  It is the 9th leading cause of death overall.  Suicide takes more lives in Virginia than homicide.  It is the 2nd largest killer of for those of college age.  Depression is an indicator of the potential for suicide.  There is a support group called “Survivors of Suicide” for those who have lost a loved one to suicide.  The Out of Darkness Walk is scheduled for 9:00am on October 21st at Mt. Trashmore.  Its three goals are to:  1. Educate the public about depression, 2. Prevent suicide, 3. Show support for those who have lost loved ones.  To register go to the web site www.SOS-walk.org.  If you wish to walk for Kaila, when you register on line, select “Kaila’s Purple Fairy Team,” and wear a purple ribbon or arm band when you walk.

8) Treasurer’s Report:  Katherine Dutlinger made her Treasurer’s Report.  Her Treasurer’s Report was approved for the record.

9) Secretary’s Report:  Bob Costello read the minutes from the June 21, 2006 Working Meeting.  The minutes were approved for the record. 

10) Diamond Club Induction:  Membership Chair Wally Damon inducted Stewart and Adeline Smokler as the 2006 members of the Diamond Club.

11) Committee Reports:

a) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  Darryl Stubbs requested that volunteers continue to support the program so that both Pleasure House Road & Pleasure House Lake are kept clean.  He read the names of those who participated in the last clean-up.  He, also, mentioned the practice of having coffee & donuts and giving away a “door prize” of a $20 Kroger gift card. 
b) Architectural Preservation & Zoning:  Mark Walker’s report included the following:
i) He stated that the City Council by a unanimous vote rejected the application by Ocean Properties LLC to rezone & redevelop the R-10 single-family residential property at Shore Drive and North Oliver Drive.   

ii) He summarized the Indigo Dunes development project.  

iii) Natalie Smith asked a question about a house on Greenwell & Powells Point Rd.  She had been told that an interested party had requested that the house be torn down & two new houses built, but the CBCL fought to have that denied by the Planning Commission and City Council.  Mark Walker responded that there have not been any zoning requests or variances associated with those properties for the CBCL to either support or oppose.

c) Block Captains:  President Kohler listed the following streets needing Block Captains:
i) Hollis Road (23 residences)

ii) Bay Quarter Court (64 condos)

iii) North Beach Condos (60 condos)

iv) Jary Gershon, also, needs people as alternate Block Captains for the east side of the bridge tunnel.

d) Business Liaisons:  Julie Sterzing mentioned the following:
i) The Green Parrot is the latest advertiser.
ii) If anyone would like to contribute a prize for the Summer Picnic raffle please contact one of the business liaisons.
iii) She reemphasized the need for the community to support the Out of the Darkness Community Walk for suicide awareness.

e) CCO Representative:  Position Vacant
f) Historian:  Kathy Damon solicited inputs from members for future historical stories and for historical photos
g) Meeting Coordinator:  Debi Layton had nothing to report.
h) Membership: Wally Damon reported that we have 263 households and 337 total members to date.
i) Newsletter:  Kim Schmidt mentioned that the following will be for sale at the picnic:
j) Photo quality posters of a 1937 aerial photo of Chesapeake Beach,
k) A new style of the CXB T-shirts with a pocket, and
l) Old style of the CXB T-shirts.
m) Pleasure House Lake:  Heidi Janicki reported that the following subjects were discussed at the last committee meeting & at the CBCL Working Meeting:
i) The city will likely be installing their sign at the Lookout Ave. & Beaufort intersection. 
ii) Garbage on a weekly basis

iii) Mowing on an 18 day cycle

iv) Water quality testing…added to the latest city contract; schedule tbd

v) Meet w/committee members to determine where the sign will go

n) Pride In Community:  Not present, but it was noted in an e-mail from Patti Robertson that Michele Zimmerman has taken over as the Chair of this committee.
o) Safety & Neighborhood Watch:  
i) Doug Barner  addressed the following issues on which he is working:
(1) He just came from the 3rd Police Precinct Advisory Committee, where many VA Beach City Departments are represented.  He goes to each one of these meetings, and he solicited any concerns from members that he can bring to these meetings to have addressed by city agencies.

(2) National Night Out 

(a) It will be conducted this summer on August 1st, 6:00 – 9:00, behind Chicks Beach Cafe

(b) Refreshments will be served.

(c) Bring the entire family.

(d) Doug needs volunteers to help with traffic control and to serve the refreshments.

(3) The Pleasure House Rd. “No Parking” signs have been erected and he is coordinating to have the bike path labeled from Shore Drive to Lookout Rd.

(4) Speeding in the neighborhood is being addressed by the police.  They will set up motorcycle patrols to stop speeders.

p) Shore Drive Advisory Committee:  Secretary Costello attended the last meeting and provided minutes from the meeting.
q) Shore Drive Community Coalition:  Secretary Costello mentioned that our liaison, Daphne Atkins, is sick and unable to attend the meeting.
r) Webmaster:  Bob Costello had nothing to report.
12) Old Business:  

a) Summer Party:  Kathy Damon reminded everyone that the party is scheduled for Saturday, Juky 29th, in the field behind Chicks Beach Café.

b) National Night Out:  Discussed above.

c) Nighttime Parking Program for Selected Streets:  President Kohler noted that 76% of the residents on a block of a street must agree to support the program in order for the program to be put into effect by the city for that block.  He requested that residents who are interested in having this done on their street contact the CBCL Board.

13) New Business:

a) Indigo Dunes Project in Ocean Park: In addition to what was discussed above, Tina Dulong questioned whether the CBCL was going to collect signatures on a petition to oppose this.  President Kohler noted that we are waiting to see the position(s) adopted by the Ocean Park Civic League and the Shore Drive Community Coalition.  Pending their position(s) we may propose collecting signatures on a petition.  In the meantime, if individuals wish to make their own opinion known to the City Council and Planning Commission, they are welcome to so do.  The City Council contact information can be found on the Virginia Beach City web site.  If the CBCL does not already have that contact info. On our web site, also, our webmaster will add it to the site.

b) Purchasing a Copier for the Civic League:  

c) Scoop the Poop Boxes:  

14) The meeting adjourned at 8:48.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Costello,

CBCL Secretary

