Chesapeake Beach Civic League

General Meeting Minutes of 18 May 2006
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m.

In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Adopt-A-Street Committee Chair – Darryl Stubbs

Architectural Preservation & Zoning Committee Co-Chairs – Bruce Johnson and Mark Walker

Block Captains Committee Chair – Laura Watrous

Business Liaison – Julie Sterzing

Historian – Kathy Damon

Pleasure House Lake Committee Chair – Heidi Janicki

Safety Committee Chair – Doug Barner

Meeting minutes were recorded by Heidi Janicki for Bob Costello, Secretary.

1) Corporate sponsors were acknowledged by Julie Sterzing.
a) Officer Reports:

b) President Kohler announced that while an attempt was made to save time by not reading the meeting minutes verbatim at each meeting, this was found to be unsatisfactory so meeting minutes would again be read.  In addition, they will still be placed on the website.  Steve Kohler then read the meeting minutes from the 16 March General Meeting.  The minutes from the 16 March General Meeting were accepted for the record.  

c) The Treasurer's Report was not presented and will be presented at the next General Meeting in July.  

d) Committee Reports:

i) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  
ii) Darryl Stubbs announced a successful clean-up of Pleasure House Road and Pleasure House Lake in March 2006 with approximately 26 bags of trash collected in 1 1/2 to 2 hours.  
iii) He announced that the next clean-up was May 20th and asked for volunteers.  He also mentioned that coffee & donuts would be available along with a “door prize” which was a $20 Kroger gift card. 
e) Architectural Preservation & Zoning:  
i) Bruce Johnson announced that a variance was being requested for one of the houses damaged in the fire on Ocean View Avenue.  The variance was for a building to be 41 feet high.  Bruce explained that prior to the fire, the height was 52 feet so it would actually be reduced.  In addition, he announced that the home would be going from a duplex to a single family home.  Based on this, the CBCL would not oppose the variance. 

ii) Bruce Johnson announced a variance application for a lot on Lookout Road on Lake Joyce near Baylake Pines.  This variance was also not going to be opposed by the CBCL.

iii) Bruce Johnson discussed the recent surveying around the east side of Pleasure House Lake.  He mentioned that the city knew about this and that he would be in communication with the appropriate city people as needed.

(a) Shore Drive Safety Task Force Recommendations:  Mark Walker discussed the work of the Shore Drive Safety Task Force which was formed by City Council to examine the safety issues along Shore Drive and make recommendations from improvement.  

(2) He announced that the recently completed Shore Drive Safety Task Force Report was getting some attention in the media.  Items discussed included the following:  

(a) the approximate cost to improve safety conditions was $39 million, but funding was not likely;

(b) some recommendations from the report included adding sidewalks along Shore Drive, 

(c) adding crosswalks, 

(d) limiting median cuts, and 

(e) lowering the speed limit.  

(3) Mark announced that City Council was holding a public hearing about the report on May 23rd.

(4) Mark proposed that the civic league compose a letter to the city council urging support and funding of the safety measures recommended for Shore Drive.
iv) Mark Walker provided a summary of the application by Ocean Properties LLC to rezone & redevelop the R-10 single-family residential property next to WaWa.  He announced that the Planning Commission heard the application on May 10, 2006, and approved the rezoning 9 to 2 even after nine people representing the Shore Drive Community Coalition and nearby civic leagues (CBCL, Baylake Pines, Ocean Park, Cape Story by the Sea) spoke in opposition to the project.  The current application called for 77 units rather than 86 and a reduced height of approximately 70 feet.  Mark announced that the next step was for City Council to approve the rezoning.  He urged members to contact all city council members to make their opinions about the project known.  It was also discussed that opposition points would be available on the website for people to review before calling city council members.

f) Block Captains:  Laura Watrous listed the following streets needing Block Captains:
i) Hollis Road (23 residences)

ii) Bay Quarter Court (64 condos)

iii) North Beach Condos (60 condos)

iv) 4600 and 4700 Blocks of Ocean View Avenue

v) Business Liaisons:  Julie Sterzing reported that the following:
vi) There is a waiting list for advertisers, and the priority will be given to those businesses who are located in our neighborhood.
vii) They are looking for donations for the summer picnic. 
g) CCO Representative:  Steve Kohler announced that we need a volunteer to be the CCO Rep.
h) Historian:  Kathy Damon stated that she has been researching the history of the neighborhood and working on a story for the next newsletter.  
i) Pleasure House Lake:  
ii) Heidi Janicki reported that the city had installed the garbage cans that the civic league purchased.  Two covered garbage cans were placed along the parking area on Beaufort Avenue and one uncovered can was placed along Lookout Road.  
iii) She also reported that the city wanted more visibility for their standard neighborhood park sign and was looking to place it along Lookout Road toward Beaufort Avenue rather than near the parking area on Beaufort Avenue.  The committee at one of its earlier meetings had been concerned about placing this sign and the CBCL sign so near to each other, and it was expected that the committee would revisit the placement of the CBCL sign given the information from the city.  
i) Safety:  
i) Doug Barner  addressed the following issues:
(1) The Neighborhood Watch forms are due soon.

(2) The National Night Out to fight against crime and drugs will be August 1st from 6 to 10 pm.  Police, fire, and other representatives were scheduled to be present.

(3) He is working to get the city to install No Parking signs all the way down Pleasure House Road on the East side of the road. 
(4) He is working to get a crosswalk on Greenwell at Greenwell Court.

(5) He is having the city install more speed limit signs on Lookout Road.

ii) He is investigating the increase in graffiti appearing around the neighborhood.  
iii) At this time, Doug introduced our speaker, Roger Frederick, VBPD Special Investigations and Criminal Intelligence Unit, who shared a presentation entitled "Gangs in Virginia Beach:  Gangs, Guns, and Drugs."  

iv) Roger Frederick presented information on the prevalence of gangs in Virginia Beach, the signs and indicators of gangs, and the steps to take if gang activity is suspected.  Specifically related to graffiti, the following steps should be taken:  

(1) Take photographs of the graffiti, 

(2) Report the activity to the police - the Gang Unit receives every report, 

(3) Remove the graffiti immediately if it is on your property or call to have the city remove it as quickly as possible, 

(4) Notify the Gang Unit if it is suspected to be gang-related - Roger Frederick (427-1749).

j) Shore Drive Advisory Committee:  Stewart Smokler attended the Shore Drive Advisory Committee earlier on May 18th.  

i) He announced that the new name for the group was going to be the Bayside Advisory Committee.  

ii) He reported that the group discussed the following issues:  roads, safety, live oaks, open space, and zoning enforcement.  

iii) He urged members to get involved and be proactive.   
2) Old Business:  Steve Kohler talked about the "resident parking only after dark" program to follow up on discussions from the 16 March General Meeting when there was an interest for more information.  Steve passed out copies of the city code that referenced this program including how it operates and permits that would be available to residents (Division 3.  Residential Parking Permits - Ord. No. 2903).  He noted that with assistance from Louis Jones, it appeared that there was the possibility of restricting parking to neighborhood residents only after dark on certain streets where there are routine nighttime disturbances from noise and partying.  The first steps would be to  determine possible streets to designate as resident parking only after dark and to determine the level of support for the restriction among residents of the street.  Possible streets that were mentioned included Lauderdale Avenue, Ocean View Avenue, and Lookout Road.  This restriction would only impact areas where parking on the street is currently allowed.

3) New Business:  Steve Kohler reiterated that we needed volunteers for the summer picnic on July 29th.  
The meeting adjourned at 9:10.

Respectfully submitted,

4) Heidi Janicki 

5) for Bob Costello, CBCL Secretary
