Chesapeake Beach Civic League

General Meeting Minutes of 19 January 2006
Meeting called to order 7:07 p.m.

In attendance at the meeting were the following officers and committee chairs:  

President – Steve Kohler

Treasurer  – Pat Costello

Secretary & Webmaster – Bob Costello

Adopt-A-Street Committee Chair – Darryl Stubbs

Architectural Preservation & Zoning Committee Co-Chairs – Mark Walker and Bruce Johnson

Block Captain – Laura Watrous

Business Liaisons – Cindy Johnson & Julie Sterzing

Historian – Kathy Damon

Meeting Coordinator – Debi Layton

Newsletter Editor – Kim Schmidt

Pleasure House Lake Committee Chair – Heidi Janicki

Pride In Community Committee Chair – Norma Uphoff

Shore Drive Community Coalition – Daphne Atkins

Also in attendance were 29 other voting members, for a total of 44 voting members
1) New Board members were introduced.  

a) It was noted that Pat Costello desires to have someone else take the position, but until someone volunteers, she is willing to continue in the position.  

b) A motion was made and seconded to have her continue as Treasurer.  The motion passed.

2) Outgoing President Kathy Damon presented awards to the outgoing Executive Board and all Committee Chairs.

3) Corporate sponsors were acknowledged by the Business Liaisons.

4) The Treasurer’s report was read and approved for the record.

5) Minutes from the 12 January Working Meeting were approved for the record.

6) New Business

a) Liquor license application for Green Parrot Grille (G.P.G.)on Lookout Rd:  

i) Ms. Crystal Stump of the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, who is reviewing the request to renew the liquor license for the new Frankie’s, attended the meeting as an observer.

ii) Joel “T.C.” and Laurie Richards presented their plans for the G.P.G.  Laurie Richards is the new General Manager for the G.P.G., which is still owned by the Burtons.  Joel Richards is assisting in upgrading the restaurant.  In addition to cosmetic upgrades to the building, the new restaurant will have a new steamer for health food and wi-fi internet access.

iii) Daphne Atkins expressed concerns over the trash dumpster remaining in front of the building and requested that it be moved to the back.  Mr. Richards responded that overhead utility lines impede the garbage truck from picking up in the back.  Ms. Atkins requested that some type of barrier be placed around the trash can to help block the view of and smell from the trash.  The Richards indicated their willingness to talk to the owners about erecting a barrier.

iv) Mr. Charlie Coombe voiced his concerns about the establishment remaining open late at night and causing loud noise for the surrounding neighbors.  Ms. Richards indicated that the liquor license is until 2:00 a.m., but that they are planning to remain open only until midnight, with the possible exception of the restaurant hosting special parties.  Mr. Richards responded that there is absolutely no amplified music; there will be no live bands; there will be no Karaoke.  He went on to say that they may have acoustic or piano during dinner hours, but there will be no music after dinner hours.

v) Ms. Dorothy Rahanna expressed concerns about a lack of parking around the restaurant.  Ms. Richards responded that they have 56 parking spots for the restaurant, and that Zia’s shares parking G.P.G. and vice-versa.  If it becomes a problem, they will prohibit Zia’s from using their parking spots.

vi) A question was asked as to whether it will be open just for dining or whether there will be a bar.  The Richards answered that there will be a new bar and that smoking will only be permitted at the bar.

b) Ocean Properties LLC rezoning application for Shore Drive & N. Oliver

i) Mark Walker introduced the application by Ocean Properties LLC to rezone and develop 9 single family dwellings on Shore Drive & N. Oliver Drive into 86 4- to 5-story condominiums.  Mark highlighted the following concerns:

(1) Increased housing density

(2) Increased height of B-4 versus R-10.  These buildings will be the tallest structures in our community and all of the neighboring community.

(3) Traffic stacking up and causing accidents.  Even if a traffic light is installed, it may not mitigate the congested & unsafe conditions; it might even make things worse, as is the case with the Shore Drive & Greenwell Road intersection where cares stopped at the light or cross traffic is frequently hit by vehicles barreling west on Shore Drive. 

(4) This will make pedestrian safety on Shore Drive much worse.  There will be a great rise in traffic and a great rise in the pedestrians running across Shore Drive.

(5) Does not meet the Shore Drive Overlay guidelines to improve and maintain existing properties

ii) On Wednesday, 11 January, the Planning Commission deferred the issue to the February meeting.

iii) Bruce Johnson indicated that it is not scheduled for the February 8th Planning Commission hearing.  The city is requiring it to be reviewed by the Shore Drive Advisory Council and then by the Shore Drive Safety Task Force. [It has since been learned that this issue is scheduled for the February 8th Planning Commission meeting.]
iv) Bruce Johnson indicated that the Virginian-Pilot Beacon Editor and the Bayside reporter are interested in this story, and he and Mark will talk to them.

v) A final replay of the 11 January 2006 Planning Commission meeting will be shown on VBTV channel 47 at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, January 20th.

vi) Residents were encouraged to sign the CBCL petition opposing this rezoning & development, to contact the City Council and Planning Commission members, and to attend the SDCC meeting on the 30th and oppose the issue.

vii) Bob Costello indicated that the web site is updated with the CBCL position and the latest status.

viii) A new motion to absolutely oppose in all ways both this proposed rezoning and development and any other rezoning of these properties was made and seconded.  After discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

c) Bruce Johnson described purchasing signposts which have supplies of bags for dog waste and setting one up at each entrance to the beach and at the Pleasure House Lake.

7) Old Business

a) We are still looking for a new Treasurer.  Until we get a volunteer, Pat Costello will continue to serve as the Treasurer.

8) Committee Reports:

a) Adopt-A-Street/Waterway:  Darryl Stubbs summarized the last pick up.  He requested that volunteers continue to support the program so that both the Pleasure House Road & Pleasure House Lake are kept clean.  He, also, mentioned the new practice of having coffee & donuts and giving away a “door prize” of a Kroger gift card.  It was determined that the Kroger gift cards given away during 2006 will each be a $20 value.
b) Architectural Preservation & Zoning:  See above comments
c) Block Captain:  Laura Watrous listed the streets needing Block Captains.  She described why the newsletters were delayed by one day during this last distribution.  She addressed concerns by Block Captains that they get a timely e-mail about picking up the newsletters from the area captains.
d) Business Liaisons:  NTR
e) CCO Representative:  Heidi Janicki volunteered to be the CCO Rep.
f) Historian:  Kathy Damon is writing articles and collecting photos.
g) Meeting Coordinator:  Debi Layton Reminded people about the raffle.
h) Membership:  New Membership Committee Chair Wally Damon is incapacitated for the next couple of weeks due to an injury.  
i) A hard copy of the Membership Report was distributed by Bob Costello.  A copy will be attached to this for record purposes.  
ii) Mr. & Ms. Richards indicated that the Green Parrot Grille will be offering CBCL members a 10% discount on all lunch and dinner entrées.
iii) Bob Costello indicated that the new membership cards were received from the printer, yesterday, and that those who have sent in their membership applications through the mail would be having their new membership cards mailed out shortly.
i) Newsletter:  Patti Robertson solicited articles for the newsletter and thanked Gretchen Curry, in attendance, for providing an input for the last Soundings.
j) Pleasure House Lake:  Heidi Janicki reported that their first meeting was in December.  She stated their function of coordinating with the city.  The following subjects were discussed at the meeting:
i) They discussed the clean-up of the area around the lake.  They are working with the city to install several trash cans.  Darryl Stubbs’ committee adopted the waterway to help keep the area by the parking lot clean.  
ii) The committee is working with the bench buddy program, and they recommended that the city limit the number of benches along Lookout Rd. to 3 and make the benches look the same.  
iii) The community sign is now being addressed by this committee, as they seek to install it by the lake at the end of Pleasure House Road.  The city will also be putting a neighborhood park sign up, and we will need to coordinate our sign with theirs.
iv) The railroad ties along Lauderdale Ave. are to be removed due to creosote leaking from them as they deteriorate.  A split rail fence or wooden guard rail fence were considered as a replacement.  The wooden guard rail was chosen for being less of an impact to the area and harder to be displaced by passers by.

v) They are continuing to follow-up with the city on improving the cleanliness of the lake water, also.

k) Pride In Community:  Norma Uphoff acknowledged the winners of the Holiday Homefront awards.
l) Safety:  Doug Barner was unable to attend, but he forwarded a report to Steve Kohler.  
i) He has spoken to city officials about cars parking inside of the bike path on Pleasure House Road, and the city will install new NO PARKING signs along the length of Shore Drive.  
ii) Doug Barner, also, reported that a cross-walk has been put in on Lookout Road at the intersection with Fentress Ave, & that signs of “Cross-Walk Ahead” have been posted on Lookout Rd.
iii) Bob Costello reminded members to check out the Safety page on the CBCL web site for additional safety information.
iv) Bob Costello reminded residents about signing the Neighborhood Watch sign-up sheets 
(1) Questions were asked about instructions for filling out the Neighborhood Watch sign-up sheets and the extra column for Operation ID
(2) Laura Watrous provided a description of Operation ID
v) Darryl Stubbs noted that there are homeless people living under the bridge.
m) Shore Drive Community Coalition:  
i) Daphne Atkins explained the Shore Drive Safety Task Force (SDSTF) composition and their purpose.  They are a short term organization and owe a report to the City Council in May.  She is a member of the SDSTF.  She requested that people continue to provide inputs for improving safety on Shore Drive.  The SDCC web site is set up to record such inputs for safety on Shore Drive.
ii) Daphne is also on the committee for the new Lesner Bridge.  The new one is proposed to be pedestrian friendly and have six lanes, with the outer two possibly being used by vendors.
n) Webmaster:  Bob Costello encouraged members to frequent the web site.  The Home Page now lists the last date on which each of the various web pages were updated, allowing web site visitors to identify newly posted information at a glance.
Meeting adjourned 9:42

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Costello

CBCL Secretary

